
Business Statistics/Statistical Methods 

Chapter 2 Highlights – Descriptive Statistics: Frequencies 

Adapted from: 
Surviving Statistics: A professor’s guide to getting through    © 2026 Luther M. Maddy III, Ph.D. 

 

• A frequency distribution counts the number of observations in each category. 

 

• A frequency distribution can be displayed as a table, bar chart, column chart, or pie chart. 

 
• Relative frequency is the number in the category divided by the total number of 

observations: 5/20, and is often displayed as a percentage, 25%. 

 

• Frequency distributions for quantitative variables uses classes, k and ranges, i. 

 

o To determine the number of categories, k, take 2k until the result is greater than or 

equal to the number of observations, n. 

 

o To determine the width or interval, find the difference between the highest and 

lowest values of the variable and divide the difference by the number of categories, 

k.  Interval =  (Highest value – Lowest Value)/k 

 

o  

 


